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Manuscripts at Mitchell
C atalogue o f  m a n u s c r ip ts  o f  A u stra la s ia  a n d  th e  P acific  in  the  
M itch e ll lib rary , S y d n e y . S eries  B: M a n u sc r ip ts  ca ta lo g u ed  b e tw een  
1963 a n d  19 6 7 . S y d n ey , T ru s te e s  o f  th e  P ub lic  lib ra ry  o f  N ew  
South W ales, 1969. 50 0 p .
The publication o f Series B o f this catalogue only two years afte r that of 
Series A is no m ean achievem ent, and is a tribute to the enthusiasm  and 
industry o f M itchell librarians.
Series B has continued the arrangem ent o f Series A. which divides the 
volume into chapters. C hap ters 1 and 2 are “ through periods’* ( prim ary 
and secondary m aterial respectively) and 3-9 are in seven periods up to 
and including 1967. N am e, locality, subject and form  entries are to be 
found in the index. L isted in the catalogue are not only the  lib rary ’s own 
original m anuscripts, bu t also microfilms, photostats and typescripts which 
have been acquired  of m anuscripts held elsew here.
New Z ealanders will find a num ber o f items of interest. T here are 
photostats o f letters concerning the fam ily o f W illiam  Sw ainson (the 
naturalist), 1839-49, and these include com m ents on the Bay of Islands 
and Hmt Valley disturbances. On m icrofilm  are the papers o f Jam es C outts 
Crawford, 1840-75, w ho settled in New Zeland in 1846 and was geologist 
for the W ellington Province. Also on m icrofilm  are letters o f the Vyvyan 
family, which include eight from  J. H enry Vyvyan, 1857-64, describing 
conditions in New Zealand, land regulations, and copper m ining. A co l­
lection of M arsden papers contains letters concerning New Zealand. T here 
are Selwyn papers on m icrofilm , typescripts o f som e o f which have been 
in New Zealand for m any years. O ther items, e ither originals o r m icro­
films, of some· New Zealand interest, include the Papers o f J. E. W atkin, 
Letters of the Rev. J. R. O rton , 1826-41. and Papers o f Sir Joseph Banks. 
Microfilms o f som e o f the above are also in A lexander T urnbull Library. 
A diligent pursuit o f all the “see a lso” references in the index will yield 
a rewarding crop  of New Zealand items. A lthough these m ay not all 
necessarily be o f m uch im portance, it is at least valuable to know just 
what there Is concerning New Zealand in the m any collections listed here.
The descriptions and lists o f contents will in fact be o f great assistance to 
all workers in the field o f  h istorical research. F o r those who cannot use 
the Mitchell L ib rary  in person, the details given will be o f immense 
value, and even those w ho are fo rtunate  enough to  be able to visit the
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library, will find m uch lim e is saved by this detailed listing. A lso it must 
perform  the im portant function o f reducing the unnecessary handling of 
original m aterial.
T he index is m ost detailed, with liberal cross reference. F o r  example, 
in addition to specific entries under individual nam es, there  are groupings 
under their respective categories. F rom  the heading Professions, occupa­
tions atul trades there are “see” references to  39 entries, including Librarians, 
Architects, M issionaries and evangelists, Travellers, explorers and navigators, 
and to less likely ones such as Skiers, W alkers and W heelw rights. Under 
each of these headings are listed the  relevant nam es in chronological 
order. T h ere  is also a chronological listing o f  ships un d er Ships and ship­
ping, and an o th er o f  fam ilies under Fam ily trees and registers.
T he series num ber is given in the index with a view to  an eventual 
cum ulation of indexes— som ething which, by the tim e the catalogue is 
com plete, will be welcom e.
With such a useful w'ork, whose overall standard  is so  high, it seems 
churlish to cavil at m inor e rro rs  and inconsistencies, which in any case 
do not seem to be e ither m any o r serious, so I will m ake only one 
com m ent in this connection, and that is th a t there  is no reference in the 
index e ither from  M aori wars, o r  from  the heading we use, i.e. M aoris— 
Wars, to  the one used in the index, w hich is N ew  Zealand wars, but only 
a “see also” reference from  M aoris— A trocities. A lso one m ust regret that 
dates are  not given of the persons under w hom  each collection is listed.
However, lib rarians and research w orkers should indeed be grateful 
fo r a reference tool such as this, w hich provides so m uch detailed 
inform ation about the resources o f a  library  o f th e  richness o f  the 
M itchell L ibrary . It should  be realised th a t perfection, e ither in accuracy 
or com plete consistency, in a  w-ork o f this na ture  is an ideal difficult, if not 
impossible to attain , and if libraries refrained from  publishing such works 
until perfection was reached, we should all be the poorer because o f the 
inevitably long delay in publication.
T his w ork, w ith Series A. is a  m ost valuable reference w ork. Its 
arrangem ent, its cataloguing and index are excellent, and all who are 
concerned with h istorical research m ust appreciate and adm ire the 
thoroughness and care  with which it has been done.
E N ID  A. EVANS
Literary periodical
We welcom e the first issue o f  Edge, a  new  literary  m agazine to be pub­
lished twice a year by T he Edge Press, a  non-profit organisation fo r the 
prom otion of the literary  arts. Edited by D. S. Long, the first issue 
contains contributions by Jam es K. Baxter, Denis G lover. Keith Sinclair, 
K endrick Sm ithym an, and o th er well know n and less know n New Zealand 
writers.
The typography of this new publication which is printed by the Caxton 
Press, is both interesting and pleasant; the prose is set in 11 point Basker- 
ville and the poetry in 10 and 12 point G alaxy. T he subscription is S1.00 
fo r one year, o r 50 cents per single copy (plus postage). Subscriptions are 
handled by W hitcom be & T om bs Ltd.. M agazine D epartm ent, P.O. Box 
1465, C hristchurch.
J.W.B.
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